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THURGOOD MARSHALL is hailed as a role model
for the Black community. But is he really as great as
the establishment would have you think? Is he just an-
other phony Black hero foisted on the colored com-
munity like Jesse Jackson and Al Sharpton? Are
Blacks being done a disservice by White liberals when
they continue to offer up this kind of Black icon when
so many other Blacks are worthy of praise—but
whose histories are ignored or suppressed? In 2000,
Juan Williams, a Black Panamanian-born American
journalist and political analyst for Fox News Channel
and a writer for half a dozen leading mainstream
newspapers, wrote a book called Thurgood Marshall:
American Revolutionary. Although the book was
meant as a tribute to the first Black American to serve
on the Supreme Court, a careful reading of the book
challenges Marshall’s “exemplary” legacy.

By William A. White

S
tudying the life of Thoroughgood (known as
Thurgood) Marshall (1903-92), the supposed
legal genius who once helped fill the ranks
of the U.S. Supreme Court, one is struck that
a hard-drinking, dissolute and ignorant man
with a history of anti-White violence and

nothing to recommend him but a longstanding affair with
Jews and Communists made it into such a high office.
But, as Lyndon Johnson cynically said, with Marshall’s
history of evil living, he was “as good as any man in Wash-
ington.” And on that basis the racist, anti-White and anti-
Southern Southerner president made Marshall the “first
Negro Supreme Court justice,” although he was in truth
a mulatto.

FAMILY LIFE

Marshall, born Thoroughgood but suffering from a
name truncation, was a product of multiracial American
democracy. His grandparents were three mulattos and a
heavy-drinking ex-slave. White blood ran so thick in his
family that his father, Willie Marshall, was blue eyed, and
his brother, Aubrey, was blond. You might say if Thor-
oughgood had a son, he’d be like Barack Obama.

Thoroughgood’s name was soon abbreviated to Thur-
good—the original name was the surname of the slave-
holding family whose master allegedly impregnated
Marshall’s great grandmother, Mary Robinson. Thurgood
grew up heavily influenced by his grandfather, Thorney
Marshall, an escaped slave who left a Virginia plantation
at age 16 before coming to Baltimore in the 1870s. Thor-
ney claimed to have been born in the Congo and brought
to the United States by a White explorer, who sold him to

ThurgoodMarshall:
An Imposture on the SupremeCourt

Left, Juan Williams, author of a book on Thurgood Marshall
written as a tribute to the late Supreme Court Justice. Right,
Marshall in 1976. He served on the court from 1967 to 1991,
when he resigned. He was replaced by Clarence Thomas.
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stitution one afternoon” while locked in the basement of
his high school for punishment.

The truth was more mundane. Thurgood was a half-
rate student in high school and a failure in college who
devoted himself to gambling on pinochle and drinking his
life away. The highlight of his undergraduate studies was
one day when he urinated and spat in a bucket before
throwing it on a man’s head—to get revenge for a cup of
water spilled on Thurgood’s shirt the day before.

New Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall poses with
his wife, Cecilia “Sissy” Suyat Marshall, and their two sons,
Thurgood Jr. and John, outside the Supreme Court Building in
Washington, D.C. on Sept. 2, 1967. President Lyndon Johnson
appointed Marshall an associate justice and Chief Justice Earl
Warren administered the oath of office. Thus, Thurgood Mar-
shall became the first Negro justice to sit on the U.S. Supreme
Court. Suyat, Marshall’s second wife, was a full-blooded Filip-
ina who was raised in Hawaii and worked for many years as a
secretary at the NAACP in New York. Cecilia stuck with Thur-
good to the end, despite his alleged skirt-chasing and heavy
drinking, as claimed by Marshall’s biographer Juan Williams.
Thurgood Jr. became a very successful lawyer and John a
prominent and highly respected public servant.

a plantation. Thorney claimed to have escaped the plan-
tation and gone west to become a “buffalo soldier.”

Thurgood’s father Willie was a drunk who occasionally
waited tables at the Garden City Country Club and some-
times served as a porter on the B&O Railroad. An angry
and unhealthy man, Willie shunned both Thurgood and
Thurgood’s mother, Norma, in his later years. But he did
teach Thurgood to fight in his youth.

Thurgood’s first job was working for a Jewish hat mer-
chant on Pennsylvania Avenue in Baltimore, Md., a Mr.
Schoen.

One day Thurgood smashed into a White woman while
boarding a city bus, not bothering to say as much as, “Ex-
cuse me.”

“Don’t push a White lady,” a White man told him.
“Dammit, I’m just trying to get on the damn bus,” Thur-

good responded. A fight broke out; Thurgood was
thrown off the bus. Thurgood claimed he was called a
nigger. His Jewish master, Mr. Schoen, intervened with
the police, and no charges were filed.

And so Thurgood was launched on a life of hatred and
belligerence against White people—always assisted by
liberals and other leftists. In retrospect, Thurgood would
tell wild stories about his childhood, just as grandpa
Thorney had, claiming he had “memorized the U.S. Con-
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Thurgood would marry several times and cheat on
every wife he had. His first marriage, in 1929, to a Black
woman, Vivian Buster Bavey, lasted 25 years until her
death. Marshall openly cheated on her with dozens of
women. As he later told his biographer, “Wherever there
were some [women] to chase, I was there.”

Ten months after his wife’s death, Marshall married his
second wife, a Filipino Hawaiian woman named Cecilia
Suyat, who was a secretary for the Nattional Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) he se-
duced while his wife was dying.

AYOUNG STEPIN FETCHIT

Marshall made his name on the 1935 “civil rights” law-
suit Brown vs. Board of Education, but he practiced law
for almost 25 years before that case—winning racially
charged cases his friends at the NAACP had fixed before
he ever entered the courtroom.

Despite the racial violence of his teens, Marshall had
quickly become a good stepin fetchit for the White folk
before turning his soul over to Communism. In his col-
ored undergraduate school, Lincoln University of Oxford,
Pennsylvania, he led a student fight to keep the school’s
faculty all White.

While attending the then-unaccredited Howard Law
School, he worked as a waiter with his father Willie at the
Baltimore City Garden Club. While there, he would often
be called “nigger” and “boy” by the White clientele, but he
answered with a “yassir,” and a toothy grin. “I figure it’s
worth about $20 to be called nigger,” he told Williams.

Three years later Marshall graduated and opened a law
office in Baltimore.

The NAACP’s bread and butter in the 1930s and 1940s
was the same as it is today: rallying support for Black
criminals facing the legal consequences of their crimes—
mostly rape and murder. In 1940 Marshall defended a
Negro who admitted the murder of a White couple and
their child on a farm. He was overjoyed to win a sentence
of life in prison instead of death.

On Nov. 18, Marshall, two NAACP workers and a Com-
munist Party activist who had been working with the
NAACP and covering the trial for The Daily Worker were
stopped, and Marshall was arrested for drunken driving.
A magistrate released Marshall on bond—but Marshall
later claimed the whole event was somehow part of a
conspiracy to lynch him.

He told of being driven down a dirt road past a group
of armed men. The story was never verified—and Mar-
shall was intoxicated—but, if it was true, and the lynch-
ing was stopped at the last minute—then the South lost
its last, best chance to stop Brown vs. the Board of Ed-
ucation.

SCHOOL DESEGREGATION,TAKETWO

Under Marshall’s guidance, the NAACP headquarters
in New York was turned into a party house, where liquor,
marijuana and prostitutes flowed freely.

Herbert Hall, a White staffer at the NAACP headquar-
ters, said this of Marshall: “Thurgood loved to pat
women’s rear ends, drink and be hearty company. . . . His
zest for how he lived—drinking, [making love], arguing—
made him a near legendary figure.”

At one point, Marshall was arrested while smoking
marijuana at an after-hours club with newspaper colum-
nist Evelyn Cunningham—but was released without
charges when the police learned who he was. And there
is every indication Marshall’s activities were already tak-
ing the dangerous, sordid turn they would complete in
old age. As one staffer put it, “I guess you’d call it sexual
harassment today.”

Out of this environment of orgies, all overseen by
Arthur Springarn, the Jewish president of the NAACP,
came the NAACP’s drive to desegregate public schools.

The first effort—Marshall’s effort of the 1930s—had
fizzled when Marshall sued the University of Missouri to
admit Lloyd Gaines in 1938. Gaines almost won, but he
went broke. When he finally raised $2,000 for tuition,
Gaines took the money and went off to Mexico.

In 1950, Marshall recruited an outspoken member of
the Communist Party, Negro Hemon Morion Sweatt, to
challenge the segregation of public universities in Texas.
When Texas agreed to offer Sweatt, a 33-year-old manual
laborer with no prior education, his own, personal segre-
gated law school, Sweatt refused, saying he would never
attend a school with a segregated faculty.

The Supreme Court agreed. Sweatt was admitted to the
University of Texas law school—and promptly flunked
out, never making a second year. The NAACP claimed he
was a victim of racism.

Using the Sweatt decision as a basis, Marshall began
planning a strategy to break school segregation in the
Supreme Court. There is every indication his way was
paved for him by the court itself. Among the justices sit-
ting were Robert Jackson (the U.S. chief prosecutor at
the Nuremberg Trials), Felix Frankfurter (a radical Jew
associated with subversive movements), Abe Fortas (an-
other Jewish extremist who later resigned under allega-
tions of corruption) and a host of corrupt, Soviet-leaning
radicals (many of whom were holdovers from Franklin
D. Roosevelt’s court packing of the 1930s).

Marshall filed a series of cases—in South Carolina,
Kansas and Virginia. In Kansas, everyone admitted the
separate Negro schools were the equal of White schools
in every way. But Marshall wasn’t concerned about equal-
ity or the good of his race. He wanted the law to declare
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there was no difference between the races. Lacking the
science of modern genetics—which recognizes 2,200 ge-
netically based physical and mental differences between
whites and Blacks—Marshall became familiar with Marx-
ist/Jewish “social science,” which had come to America
in the 1930s after German National Socialism had forced
it out of Europe.

While Marshall stayed out drinking until 4 a.m., and
staggered into court after a three-martini breakfast, the
Learned Elders of Zion nodded approvingly. In 1954,
Brown vs. the Board of Education was handed down.

ATRAITORTO HIS PEOPLE

About this time Marshall became an informant for the
FBI—a shrewd move that won him J. Edgar Hoover’s
support for an appointment to the federal bench.

Within the NAACP, despite his victories, Marshall was
becoming marginalized. Communists had essentially
taken over the organization, led by W.E.B. DuBois, who
was expelled in 1948, and then by Bob Carter, Marshall’s
chief assistant. Marshall put his finger to the political
winds, and decided his future career—and his status—
lay within the NAACP. In 1949, Marshall resigned from
the National Lawyers Guild, a Soviet-backed organization
dedicated to the defense of Communist agents in the U.S.

Soon after, Marshall made conciliatory gestures to
Hoover. Even while Brown was pending in the courts,
guided by the hidden hand of the Soviet Union, Marshall
was sending feelers to the FBI, seeking help against his
political opponents within the NAACP.

In 1956, Marshall and Hoover met face to face. The
subject? Which “civil rights” groups were Communist
fronts—and how Marshall could help the bureau.

From this meeting came several turning points in Mar-
shall’s life. First, Marshall broke publicly with Martin
Luther King Jr., one of the instructions he had been given
by Hoover. Second, Marshall began to publicly attack the
Nation of Islam. Third, Marshall took the NAACP Legal
Defense Fund, the separate, charitable wing of the
NAACP, which he headed, and broke away from the
NAACP. Carter was fired and “hostile” or “pro-Commu-
nist” board members, including former first lady Eleanor
Roosevelt, were forced out. By 1957, the Legal Defense
Fund was Marshall’s personal fiefdom.

Soon thereafter, Marshall’s legal activism took a new
turn. In 1959, Marshall defended a white police officer
against charges brought by the Nation of Islam that the
policeman had beaten a Black woman. Later that year,
Marshall defended the FBI against charges of racism in
the South. He also expelled a Red NAACP leader, Robert
Williams, from the group, as well as supporters of
Williams. Marshall’s career in politics had begun.

Is a race war in America’s future?
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A METEORIC RISE

But Marshall had not washed his hands of Commu-
nism. In 1960, Marshall, part of a U.S. and British delega-
tion to grant the colony independence, wrote the
constitution of Kenya. Allied with African Communist
Tom Mboya, Marshall worked with Mau Mau terrorist
leader Mzee Jomo Kenyata (born Kamau wa Ngengi) to
destroy White and Hindu economic power—a program
that led to the confiscation of White farms and Indian
businesses, and the slide of the Kenyan economy into
hopeless poverty.

Later that year, the newly elected Kennedy adminis-
tration began feeling Marshall out for a possible U.S. fed-
eral judgeship. In 1961, Marshall was sworn in as an
associate judge on the Second Circuit Court of Appeals.
His nomination lingered for a year, but he was finally con-
firmed with a thin margin of four votes.

He didn’t last long on the court. With the support of
Hoover and the FBI, Marshall was nominated in 1965 to
become solicitor general. In 1968 Lyndon Johnson nom-
inated Marshall to the U.S. Supreme Court. Michael D.
Jaffe, of LIBERTY LOBBY, the populist-based middle-class
lobbying group started by Willis A. Carto in 1955, was
among those who testified against Marshall’s confirma-
tion, noting Marshall’s links to Communism and “a record
of duplicity and arrogance unparalleled by that of any
nominee to high judicial office in recent times.” But Mar-
shall was confirmed, and Lyndon Johnson, afraid to face
the voting public after betraying his native South—was
forced to abandon any bid for reelection.

Marshall went on to serve on the court for 23 years.
By 1972, Marshall’s influence began to decline. By 1980,
he was completely marginalized, often being in a 2-7 mi-
nority with Justice Brennan, or alone, 1-8.

A LEWD OLD MAN

Now 60 years old, still a bourbon-swigging drunk and
semi-immune to prosecution because of his position on
the court, Marshall became a dirty old man—groping not
only the exclusively White women he brought in to clerk
for him, but also strangers on the street.

“He did have a tendency to let his hands stray,” a White
woman who worked with Marshall in the solicitor gen-
eral’s office told Ebony magazine (Vol. 212, No. 1).

By 1968, it was public knowledge. One night that year
in southwest D.C., Marshall, dead drunk, grabbed a pass-
ing woman and attempted to molest her. Marshall’s sec-
ond wife and his longtime friend, Monroe Dowling, heard
screaming and ran outside to wrestle Marshall off the
woman. Washington, D.C. police hushed the incident up.

“See, he would get drunk and get out of the house and
get onto the street,” Dowling would say, explaining the
incident. “And in his drunkenness, he would accost
women, any woman.” Only this attempted rape is docu-
mented, but hints of violent sexual misconduct pepper
Marshall’s career. Was Marshall the first serial rapist
Supreme Court justice on that august body?

A LONELY DEATH

From 1970 onward, Marshall’s life of hard drinking and
heavy smoking caught up with him. That year, Marshall
developed severe pneumonia. In 1972 Marshall had his
second drunk driving accident—running a Jeep off the
road in the Virgin Islands. In 1975, he developed serious
respiratory problems. Over the next decade, he lost his
vision and hearing and developed heart problems. Yet he
continued to sit on the court, deaf, blind and, in the
words of President Nixon, a complete “boob.”
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Marshall’s racial feelings also hardened. In 1977, he ar-
gues that racism against Whites was just desserts for the
racism he said Negroes experienced in the early 20th-cen-
tury South. He also became a national advocate for the le-
galization of pornography and the abolition of sodomy
laws. Marshall’s collection of pornography became so
well known that in 1982 National Lampoon published a
parody article by “Marshall” on “how to script adult films.”

Marshall, not amused, called the FBI and urged pros-
ecution. He similarly exploded when, in 1968, National
Review featured a photo of Marshall sleeping on the high
court bench with the caption, “Is the fellow in the black
robe, second from the left, actually listening?”

Marshall also began appearing more and more often
intoxicated in public. In 1979, he fell down the steps of
the U.S. Capitol Building dead drunk. He broke both
arms and injured his head. Shortly afterward he began
giving public speeches while totally intoxicated.

In 1986 he stated the U.S. Constitution “was defective
from the start” and urged his fellow justices to scrap it
and start over.

In 1988, he appeared at a Congressional Black Caucus
dinner and began yelling: “I ain’t dead yet! I ain’t dead
yet!” when an oil painting of him was wheeled out. In
1990 he appeared on “ABC News Prime Time Live” intox-
icated and barely able to mutter. Shortly afterward, he
proclaimed President George W. Bush dead. A year later,
his family forced him to retire. Two years later he died
alone in bed and miserable, a broken shell of a man.

CONCLUSION

Thurgood Marshall was a hard-drinking womanizer
with a short fuse and a cowardly disposition. In short, he
was a typical American politician—someone willing to
betray his principles and his people to alliances with
power that advanced his career. An embarrassment
whose criminal behavior was subject to constant cover-
up, he epitomized what the American government be-
came under the influence of 20th-century Jewish
power—a shining shell of officialdom covering up per-
verse and profound vice. �
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